
Dr. Andy Roosen visited Dentokan Indonesia
By Ben Haryo
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On March 13th to 17th , 2009 , Dr. Andy Roosen of Solomon Islands Dentokan, a Shihan Godan of Sekai Dentokan Renmei,  visited his Dentokan brothers and sisters in Jakarta, Indonesia. Andy is originally from Belgium, and now he resides at the Solomon Islands. He was greeted in the Airport by the Welcoming Committee of Dentokan Indonesia, which consists of Mr. Yogi Harimurti and Mr. Saleh Jusuf Sungkar.  Our first impressions when seeing Andy is “a big man with a big smile”. For those of you who doesn’t know Andy, well, he is very tall and very friendly. We are pleased to note that Andy is compatible with Indonesian climate, having been well-adapted to the tropical world during his stay in the Solomon Islands. 
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It was a stroke of great luck that Andy arrived in Jakarta during the weekend, so we can have two straight training sessions with him during the 14th and 15th (Saturday and Sunday).  At the Saturday session, which took place at Judo-Karate Dojo Cempaka Putih we showed him some of our traditional Waza, and Andy show us some of the more realistic techniques to deal with modern-day situations. He was also very kind to show us some excellent techniques and application from Kata Naihanchi and Pinan Sandan, as well as some adaptations to the Dentokan Aiki Jujutsu Shodan-Gi Armbar.  After that we went for a meal, and I am very happy Andy likes the Chinese Food that we usually ate after our training sessions (noodles with wonton dumpling).  
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At the second day, which took place in Dojo Jujutsu Universitas Persada Indonesia YAI, it was our turn to show Andy some techniques from Yoshin-ryu Jujutsu which does not present in the Dentokan syllabus, such as the Te-Makura armbar. Andy, in turn, shows us ways to make the techniques more effective. He has great analytical skills, not surprising considering his Ph.D Degree, though for some reason his Ph. Degree must be in Pain, Highly Demonstrable (joking) (. 
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The closing of the second day training session was very special, because our friend Trisno Kuswanto (Khu Chen Yong), Dentokan’s Advisor for Chinese-Indonesian Kuntao, invited his two special colleagues, Shifu Adipranata Toh and Guru Galih Iman to show us many of rare Kuntao and Silat forms. Shifu Toh showed us a Tai Chi form of Yang Style, and various Chinese Sanchin (he call it Samchien), as well as a Chinese-Indonesian version of Niseishi (he call it Sip Ji Kun) and Tiger Fist (he call it Pow Kun). Guru Galih shows us Silat Betawi of three different styles and a very rare Tiger form of West Java. Andy commented that he could see the similarities between the Chinese version and Indonesian version of the forms, because all begin with the Fist in Hand salutation (as in Kata Jion), except for the Tiger Form which are very unique on its own. Our resident North Kungfu expert Mr. Abraham Hok (Ahok) shows us a Tan Tui form. Our friend Ferdinand Jones showed two excellent Tae Geuk poomse of Taekwondo, and yours truly showed a Rohai Kata of Wado-ryu. It was a great evening filled with the spirit of friendship and sharing of knowledge.
On behalf of Dentokan Indonesia, we would like to  say Thank You very much to Andy for his kind visit, and many special thanks to Mr. Yogi Harimurti and Mr. Saleh Jusuf Sungkar who ensured that Andy had a pleasant stay during his visit to Jakarta. We hope to see Andy again in the future, and we hope that Mr. Roy Hobbs will be also able to visit us someday in the future. (Ben).
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TOP Picture, from left to right: Mr. Bambang Wiyono (TRAKINDO Jujutsu Club) with his friends Evie and Mrs. Tuty, Mr. Eko from Jakarta State University, Dr. Ferdinand Dyno from Lampung, Andy, Mr. Saleh Jusuf Sungkar, me, Ferdy Jones from WADOKAI, Indra, Rangga, Faksi and Mr. Abraham Hok (Ahok).
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BOTTOM Picture, from left to right: Mr. Andries, Ferdy Jones, Andy, me, Indra, Rangga, Mr. Yogi Harimurti, Mr. Eki and Faksi. 
About the Author: Ben Haryo is an Admin Clerk for the Indonesia Olympic Committee, and a student of Mr. Roy Hobbs (in Dentokan Aiki Jujutsu) and Mr. C.A. Taman (in Wado-ryu Karate & Goshinbudo Jujutsu). Currently Ben Haryo is the chief instructor for Dentokan Indonesia.
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